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Building a Comprehensive Early Learning System in Ohio

A Full Range of Options 
Provide Access to Children with a Variety of Needs 

�  Offer services to all children from birth to age 6

�  Design programs to accommodate the needs 
	 of full-time working families

�  Include access to year-round services, both full and part-day, 
depending on the needs of the family

�  Ensure continuous access to programs to ensure optimal 
educational outcomes

Provide Quality Experiences 
to All Children it Touches

�  Support quality standards that focus on outcomes more than 
process, and recognize that there are multiple pathways to 
success

�  Encourage improvement of quality with incentives

�  Target training through use of assessment data to identify 
knowledge and skill gaps in the workforce

�  Strengthen safety and quality by identifying issues and providing 
technical assistance to resolve these issues

Fairly Funded Through Sustainable Resources

�  Commit adequate TANF funds to provide quality early learning 
to all eligible children

�  Commit adequate state GRF funds to establish a base subsidy 
to all early learning providers in order to increase capacity and 
enable quality

�  Base reimbursement on the 75th percentile of a current market 
rate survey

�  Develop a payment system that recognizes providers� �xed and 
variable costs, follows market practices, and is timely

Working together we can develop 

a comprehensive early learning system 

for all children in Ohio from birth to age 6.  

The bene�ts include increasing school readiness, 

impacting educational outcomes, and stimulating 

the economy through a better prepared workforce.

Comprehensive 
early learning should…

>  include a full range of options 
to provide access to services for 
children with a variety of needs

>  provide quality experiences 
to all children it touches

>  be fairly funded through 
sustainable resources

> leverage the strengths of the 
existing delivery systems

Leverage the Strengths 
of the Existing Delivery Systems and Relationships

�  Provide a level playing �eld, built on common standards and 
equal funding, for all providers of early education services

�  Continue and expand the diversity of venues for early childhood 
education, avoiding a single-source model delivery of 
programming

�  Recognize that the early education delivery system is different in 
every community

�  Empower parents to choose the provider who best meets the 
needs of each individual family

.

Creating a High-Quality Early Care and
Education System for All Children

.




