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Federal agencies keep
early childhood in focus
by Eric Karolak

On September 29, Congress adjourned 
and members headed home to their states 
and districts for the final weeks before 
Election Day. They plan to return to Wash-
ington, DC, on November 15 to finish the 
business of the 111th Congress, including 
final determinations of funding for key 
early childhood programs (see ‘Congres-
sional Update’). 

Meanwhile, federal agencies and offices 
have important and exciting early child-
hood efforts underway. Staff at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS), and within it, the Admin-
istration for Children and Families (ACF) 
— which manages both the Child Care 
and Development Fund and the Head 
Start program, among other initiatives 
— and the U.S. Department of Education 
have been hard at work. These agencies 
not only distribute funding to the states, 
but also provide critical guidance, re-
sources, and information to state agencies, 
which in turn work directly with program 
providers like you (See ‘Federal Agency 
Resources’).

Child care

Just a few weeks ago, the Administration 
for Children and Families elevated the 
importance of child care policy work by
creating an Office of Child Care. This is 
great news! The Office of Child Care is 
at the same administrative level as the 
federal Office of Head Start and has an 
overarching goal to ensure efforts are 
“child-focused, family-friendly, and fair
to providers.” 

This year, the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act (CCDBG) — the 
federal child care law — marks its 20th 
year! To celebrate, the Administration for 
Children and Families hosted a sympo-
sium in late October. Speakers and partici-
pants reflected back on the accomplish-

ments of CCDBG and looked forward to 
what more can be done for children, fami-
lies, and providers. Although the CCDBG 
law is overdue for reauthorization — that’s 
how Congress periodically reviews and 
updates a program — discussions continue 
about reforms and resources to improve 
access and strengthen quality in child care. 
The Office of Child Care is already looking 
ahead at what information can be collected 
from states, and how to help states identify 
goals for advancing quality and improving 
subsidy administration under the current 
version of the law with current levels of 
resources. Other projects include looking 
at health and safety including licensing, 
cross-sector ‘systems building,’ the early 
childhood workforce and professional 
development, quality rating and improve-
ment systems, and quality in school-age 
care. There is much to be done.

Head Start

You may have heard about the proposal 
for a new Head Start ‘Designation Renew-
al System.’ The Administration is review-
ing an idea that would consider the level 
of quality of each Head Start grantee and 
require certain programs to re-compete for 
grant funding if they meet certain condi-
tions. The point is to ensure the quality of 
programs. The review process includes an 
opportunity for experts in Head Start to 
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weigh in about how to carry out some-
thing like this. This system, along with 
proposed revisions to the Program Perfor-
mance Standards, which the Administra-
tion aims to circulate for comment before 
the year is out, indicate changes ahead for 
Head Start.

The Office of Head Start also is redesign-
ing its system of training and technical 
assistance to best support grantees. This 
includes six ‘national centers’ that will 
share information, best practices, and 
training opportun-ities with grantees: 
an Early Head Start National Resource 
Center, a National Center on Quality 
Teaching and Learning, a National Center 
on Cultural and Linguistic Responsive-
ness, a National Center on Programs 
Management and Fiscal Operations, and 
a National Center on Parent, Family, and 
Community Engagement. And look for-
ward to celebrating the announcement of 
10 Head Start/Early Head Start grantees 
that will soon be recognized as the 2010 
Head Start Centers of Excellence. 

health legislation passed by Congress 
earlier this year. ACF is working with the 
Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration (another division of HHS) to 
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Home visiting

As you may know, an investment in home 
visitation programs was included in the 

Imagine how the world
would look if everyone used
the same color crayon.
Kids shouldn’t have to settle for turquoise blue when they 
really want to draw with carnation pink. The same is true
with insurance—your child care center shouldn’t have to settle
for an insurance program that doesn’t exactly fit your needs.
With Markel, you can choose the exact coverage you need to
fully protect your center. Plus, you get expert risk management
advice and compassionate claims services.

Putting the art of insurance to work at your center.

(800) 915-1907
www.childcareinsurance.com

Endorsed by:

Congressional Update

Each year, Congress works on 12 different Appropriations bills, which set the 
funding levels for programs for the next federal fiscal year. The annual deadline to 
complete this work is September 30, because the new fiscal year begins on October 
1. This year, Congress was unable to complete all of their FY2011 appropriations 
work by that deadline, and instead, passed a Continuing Resolution (CR). A 
CR continues federal funding for CCDBG and Head Start (and other federal 
programs) at current funding levels until Congress can complete its budget work. 
The CR passed by Congress on September 29 extends FY2010 funding until 
December 3. 

Meanwhile, the House of Representatives continues to negotiate a way forward 
on the Child Nutrition Act Reauthorization, and that work is expected to continue 
when Congress returns in November. (The Senate has already completed work on 
its bill.) 

For more information, including quick fact sheets and a guide to the federal 
funding process, please visit www.ececonsortium.org



	 64	 POLICY MATTERS
	 	 EXCHANGE     NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010

has been looking at ten real communities 
in detail to learn how they established 
their systems of early care and education. 
A report is expected in late November. 

State advisory councils

You may have heard news in your state 
this year about an Early Childhood Ad-
visory Council. These Advisory Councils 
were created in the Head Start Improve-
ment Act, which passed in Congress in 
2007. But they’re not just about Head 
Start. Their purpose is to improve quality, 
expand availability, and enhance coordi-
nation of early childhood programs in the 
states. For some of you, this is a brand 
new entity in your state; for others, it’s a 
new direction or initiative of an existing 
group of people. In either case, this is 
important to know about because dollars 
are now ‘out the door’ thanks to recent 
federal investment (with a required state 
match) to help these state councils really 
dig into the work of system building. 
Look to your state advocacy leaders to 
help keep tabs on what your state’s early 

co-operate these Maternal, Infant, and 
Early Childhood Home Visiting Grants. 
Guidance on state plans for use of those 
grant dollars was not yet available at 
press time. Details are greatly anticipated 
by state agency staff eager to expand or 
enhance home visitation-based services for 
families, which are a complement to early 
learning programs like child care and 
Head Start.

Real collaboration

Over the last year and a half, HHS Secre-
tary Kathleen Sebelius and Department 
of Education Secretary Arne Duncan have 
emphasized the need to work collabora-
tively on efforts for early care and educa-
tion. One of the ways they are pursuing 
this goal has been the creation of an Early 
Learning Interagency Policy Board which 
will work to improve the quality, coordi-
nation, and effectiveness of federal early 
learning programs in these two Depart-
ments. The Board is scheduled to meet on 
November 1. Another effort is the Early 
Childhood Communities Initiative, which 

Federal Agency Resources

Administration for Children and Families
www.acf.hhs.gov/

Health Resources and Services 
Administration
http://mchb.hrsa.gov/

Office of Child Care
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ccb/index.
html

Office of Head Start
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc

U.S Department of Education
www.ed.gov/ 

U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services
www.hhs.gov/

Are you responsible for staff development?

To learn more and subscribe:  

www.naeyc.org/tyc/next

Derry Koralek, Editor in Chief JUNE/JULY 2010
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Using this guide

NEXT: The Teaching Young Children Staff Devel-
opment Guide suggests ways to build on the content 
of selected TYC articles. In the training outlines for 
these articles you will find

• a brief summary of the main ideas;

• an indication of which NAEYC Early Childhood 
Program Standards are most closely related to the 
content (check the tab at the top of each outline);

• key points to reinforce;

• discussion prompts in Let’s Talk;

• workshop activities in For Further Thinking; and

• ways to apply content in In the Classroom.

Center directors can use NEXT to plan staff meet-
ings or training sessions, staff development special-
ists can use it to design workshops, and teacher 
educators might incorporate some of the ideas in 
their classes.

A few notes
• All page numbers refer to Teaching Young Children,  

Volume 3, Number 5, unless otherwise noted.

• No permission is needed to make copies of NAEYC- 
copyrighted articles in Teaching Young Children as 
long as they bear a credit line and are distributed 
at no cost.

• Depending on the setting in which you meet, you 
can ask participants to do activities in pairs or 
small groups or as classroom teams.

• Ask volunteers to type and disseminate the ideas 
generated in the sessions.

• Teachers and NEXT users can share their ideas, 
read articles, and find other useful resources at 
www.naeyc.org/tyc.

NAEYC’s magazine Teaching Young Children (TYC) is designed especially for preschool educators. Articles in 
Teaching Young Children reinforce the accreditation criteria for NAEYC Early Childhood Program Standards. 
(Go to www.naeyc.org/academy for more information on the standards.)
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Welcome to the fourth digital NEXT.

The issue is color-coded to match 
the cover of Teaching Young Children 

(TYC). All of the NEXT handouts appear 
at the end.

We are eager to increase the 
involvement of preschool educa-

tors in the Teachers’ Lounge area of TYC. 
Please encourage staff, students, and par-
ticipants in staff development workshops 
to respond to the question in Teachers’ 
Lounge and to submit their own ques-
tions. www.naeyc.org/tyc/lounge

Every issue of TYC features a cover 
photo of an exemplary preschool 

educator, accompanied by a profile 
within the magazine. To nominate an 
outstanding preschool teacher or family 
child care provider for this feature, please 
go to www.naeyc.org/tyc/nominations.
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Subscribe to
Teaching Young Children, 
NAEYC’s practical, 
research-based magazine 
that celebrates and  
supports everyone who 
works with preschoolers

and

NEXT, The Teaching 
Young Children Staff 
Development Guide

What’s in TYC?
l Research-based ideas

l Practical classroom strategies

l Engaging photos of good practice

l Guidance tips

How can you use NEXT?
l Plan staff meetings

l Design workshops

l Engage ECE students

childhood advisory council is interested 
in and working on. Your real on-the-
ground experience with children, fami-
lies, and policy might be of help to them!


